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Instrumentation
(Parenthesis indicates the recommended number of players per part.)

Piccolo (1)
Flute 1. (3-4)
Flute 2. (3-4)

Oboe 1. (1)
Oboe 1. 2. (1)
English Horn (1)

BAlat Clarinet 1. (3-4)
BAlat Clarinet 2. (3-4)
BAlat Clarinet 3. (3-4)
B-flat Clarinet 4. (3-4)
B-flat Bass Clarinet (3-4)
B-flat Contra Clarinet (1)*

Bassoons 1. (1-2)
Bassoons 2. (1-2)
Contrabassoon (1)

EAflat Alto Saxophone 1. (1-2)
EAflat Alto Saxophone 2. (1-2)
B-flat Tenor Saxophone (1)
E-Alat Baritone Saxophone (1)

B-Alat Trumpet 1. (2-3)
B-Alat Trumpet 2. (2-3)
B-Alat Trumpet 3. (2-3)

F Horn 1. (1-2)
F Horn 2. (1-2)
F Horn 3. (1-2)
F Horn 4. (1-2)

Tenor Trombone 1. (1-2)
Tenor Trombone 2. (1-2)
Bass Trombone (1-2)
Euphonium (2-3)
Tuba (2-3)
Double Bass (2-4)
Timpani (1)

Orchestra Bells (1)
Percussion (2)

*Part provided for EAlat Contra Clarinet



Holst began work on A Fugal Overture in the summer of 1922, completing the score in January of
1923. At the time, he had immersed himself in Baroque contrapuntal forms, especially the works of
Bach and Handel. In A Fugal Overture, Holst endeavored to incorporate Baroque imitative polyphonic
techniques into a modern symphonic developmental structure. Despite its title, it is important to
remember that the work is “fugal,” not a strict fugue, and as such foreshadows many of the neo-classical
works of Stravinsky and Hindemith. The work opens with a striking ostinato that is developed as the
rhythmic basis for the first subject and is later used - again as an ostinato - as accompaniment to the
second subject. An austere central section is highlighted by a solo quartet, transcribed here for
saxophones. The opening material returns in a highly intricate development before the work’s
recapitulation and brash coda. The work was first performed on May 14, 1923 as the overture to
Holst’s opera The Perfect Fool. Although never originally intended as the opera’s overture, its
exuberant mood fit the occasion perfectly. Holst himself conducted the first concert performance the
following October at Queen’s Hall.
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Eb Alto Saxophone 1.

Bb Alto Saxophone 2.

Bb Tenor Saxophone

Eb Baritone Saxophone
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